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CHAPTER II Continued

A Streak of White-

No its not Just about the time
vre begin to feel positive that nil Is
well something usually happona

Grafton turned to him with an
of mooc hopelessness

Jim Pm afraid that aomothings
wrong with you seem to have

of crooking fit on this evening
Not at all but
And the best way to dispel It will

be to come along now and BOO the
trimmest sulto of offices In the whole
establishment my own Just switch
on the current Parker will you Ill
take air Ehrford up in the elevator

watchman traveling noiselessly
In his feltsoled shoes moved away
the rear of the lower corridor
switch snapped down and he otdled

All right sir
All rtrfit Parker

Grafton stopped Into the elevator
and pointed silently to the quietly
decorated sides

Ever see anything neater Jim
Never Ill own up to It

He shifted the controller and the
little car glided noiselessly up the long
shaft

There was not a jar not a hltoh It
all things In the Grafton building
worked as perfectly as the lifts her
owner had Ju t came for pride

Second he announced playfully
Out air

Thank yeu no Klsford-
Im going up to see the proprietor of

the building
Ninth floor then And look

here Grafton broke In enthusiastic-
ally Just suppose for tun of
the tiling that alt the Misting ma
cheery should gtv wfcy at once

Thank you rn not particularly
anxious to

Oh you went b killed thats
what I to demonstrate Now-
here wo are between the second and
third floors By tintowing off this
clutch 1 can release practically
vcrythiag that holds us up See

Aiid having done that this enter
brake steps right in autotnattot-

Uy MIl stops the detent within three
fret the outside Hold your breath
Jim

The car starting upward gently
suddenly dropped XBIsford gasped
aloud and then shut his teeth togeth-
er quite abruptly

With a loud snap the oar teal
stopped hardly a yard below Its

position
There laughed Grafton as the

echo of the sound died away through
the empty building That IK the only
case In which these ears make a
Hound Come here and s e how It
works
KIsford bent over with him and for

a minuto or two Grafton pointed out
this or that bit of mechanism and ex-
plained Its manner of working When
he ctralghtehod up again the car
moved slowly toward the ninth sAory
once

mereThe
Streak of White

Gently as ever ft roe PMt third
and tho fourth and the fifth floors

ver anything to bent It for
mechanism Grafton laiC turned to
the other as the floor ap-
proached

Never Its John
The car arrested by Graftons sud-

den push to an Abrupt staridfttitl-
ElBford frowning slightly looked at

the owner of the building and the
owner ot the butWittg return his
puzzled gazo

Well Jim
Well what are wo stopping for
For the same reason I Imagine

hat caused your sudden exclamation
A minute or so ago

Then you sew it too
Hrafton had turned to a of

the wall before him across the cor-
ridor of the sixth Ho was
studying it with some Interest

Well I did fancy that something
caught my eye Jim

And so did I something mighty
indefinite What the dickens was It
anyway

Grafton scratched his head
My only Impression Is that Of a

streak of something white lingering
rot an Instant on that wall and then
disappearing as rapidly as it cahio

Correct It was there for Just the
smallest fraction of a second and than
it vanished

Yes It was certainly a mighty short
visitation Jim muttered
It was pshaw I suppose It was Im-

agination
On both your part and nine and

at the same Instant Tats hardly
likely That streak of white must
have been a reflection from some of
the plated work In the car here

Then why dlfint or the other
of us zee it on one of the Sewer floors
end whore has It rtwT

Grafton l gh d with some
Blsford shrugged his fcliouKKiv

I give It up John oud better
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Pslfched SpheYc

Standing Over theUBy cr Q ii RQPoatraa1HByciiity1

do tko fem Whfttttmr It VOM w
become excited b t it

I know tout thru o H n
peculiar about that Hash wMU
Mini

we it fh
Orafton slowed ear to drop

low the of the Me shore In
th Shaft and then ratlr seat It
ipward silo pnatiod the figure
und caste tc a stop thotr rormw
point li ud ieach l B t the streak
of white failed to appear

Now iHiat that confounded
may have been it happened just

that onoe Oh dont ieo to snlfOliig
Jim The nwhi thing Im afraid f te
that Mtme of the Aleetrlc wires may
have crossed and taken to sparking
Im going to got oil here and leave a
OWe look about before we 50 up to
the ninth Coming

Bieford hesitated for a moment and
be rprke It was half in a gnnn-

bk
Your ThH r iWe enthueUuiDi abotit

thin place te unbalancing yet John
Its along to that time of ftlfefet
whoa respectable people lute
bed laveatifadoH oval
with

II stepped ont to the
Well I wont he more than a man

ute or two said Grafton but I do
want to know what that thing

the wires should happen to be
crowd you know or anything of that
sort

He opened one or two of the fuse
bona in th walls glancrfng fqng Ute
line of plugs and sniffing for

He cloned thorn again and surveyed
the electroliers suspended the
CeiHi All was In perfect order

Um Grafton rubbed Iris chin
Nothing wrong there apparently

Our white streak must after all have
been some kind of rettecttMi but
it wa queer just tho same ana 1

dont queer things to happen in
the Grafton building

stepped back Into the ele-
vator end closed the slldtng gate
With his hand on the lever he paused
fer a moment stHl staring thought
fully at the patch of waU where the
white streak had made its mysterious

Then threw bank his head and
laughed

well bj UinndBr
Got your explanation

And how stupid
of mo not to have thought aflt be

Why that streak of white wan
nothing moro than a letter going down
he We simply saw the flasK

of envelope as It pawed the glass
window that is mi every floor

A letter said Blsford
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MHM t at tk hovrwtthta

Grafton frewiiod stt itly

They dont work aB nglii tMa-

remarkaMe town do
Not as a rule I too ro but

it hMl tnooncelVHble that en
or another or the teno rah r8 pray

had an excess of work id ham
obliged to stop overtime to ftnMi

Maybe it isnt ineoneefvKM tot It
seems mighty unlikely that any sue
would be digging away ever a type-
writer here at midnight

owner of the huUdlm however
was ready to dismiss the preHMm

Unlikely or not well have t
what seems to bo the factor
ttat letters are pesthts thorn

selves tits evening
Without K jar ear ofajefl to

move and Grafton MId tM i
Nintli he called ehesrHy Now

you shall see the executive of the
father of the town

He led the wy along tMsti c

switching on an Jneanfe
lamp liars slid tlicrs until at Ch
Of the corrWor a curtained rtesS coor
Was roaohad A jingling of na
the door became a 84i ra Inky
darkness

Grafton stopped In and a moment
later light blazed out from a dozen
lamps In the center of his main office

Heres the outfit Jim How does It
strike your

Its all right said TCIsford
Whats first one of t 3

suiteNo sir the center one of tits suite
another little idea of mine Insttd of
Stringing the rooms Ive just
bunched the six ones with this
big fellow in the center Then when
we want to po from one office to

thero Is no grant fcmount f
walking to be don See

Theres the bool keepers establish-
ment over there the stenographers try
to drown one anothers rack t that
door hides Johnson den my outside
man you know that office belong to
Jennison my righthand
there you may see my own ifrtvato
room and so on around

A Matter of Seven Million
iCs a mighty arrange

mont Come in and try the kind of
leejtlier chair we make In Ifenyan-
villo

Elsfonl followed Into the private of
fine as the lights were turned on

Grafton waved a hand at one of sev
eral big armcltairr and his companion
dropped into it wfch a contented sigh

Easy it
as he settled in hit own
That factory started up three or tour
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WSVt CautMaL I er bought r-

A 4 XM control chairs
of OM pi een itoigbed Bteford-

IftNii tfeft AsJra Vhat do

tMMM Cammodlous luxurious
aU oU a alt the rest By the way

John k warns cooler in her than ftec-
wkoro

The vontltotlng system futonannounced We keop the sir about
set fresh here s its pOBeiM to be ob-
tained anywhere

Bteford nodded rather absently Hiieye traveling with sem
tefcment from detail to doW i the
eentplct office eq ipm nt the tble

and the call belts and the tiny
white basin in the corner

watched Win with oompla
cost satisfaction At the end Bin
ford wagged his head sagely and
smiled

About as complete as mortal man
could whit he commented Than
with a sudden sniff he added

about him will stilt take to cigarette
snoking

Whats that asked Grafton-
I perceive yu have succumbed to

the the Turkish variety
of the weed

Not I Jim What put that Intoyour head
Well cant you smell It asked

Klsford
The odor of dgainttist No
You cant The visitors nose

went up again Well It may possi
bly be my imagination

is said G atlon I haventcome down to that as yet and none of
the clerks are to smoke in
here However He dismissed
the subject with some impatience
Parker way have fallen from grace

the establishment Is sattafftc
then Is it

Emphatically sol
And you never noticed my

exclaimed tho enthusiast pointing to
the small impregnable ball of steel
standing upon Its massive pedestal in
the far cornet

By George thats a beauty cried
Blsford Uml T should say It was
ho repeated standing over the polished
sphere And what is this particularly
remarkable for John

Oh for several things The price
for one I wont Mientlon It even be-
tween ourselves and at midnight

He smiled thoughtfully as his fond
eyes rested the expensive hit of
metal

Then Its remarkable on
account this evenng too

Yes Indeed Vt the pretwnt mo
ment tlmj diode hail holds aH my

tq t f r

the

y u
1M

were
flit

Grafton

And a man with All this XW7

allurements

Z

pel

Veil
o try

upon

11

YM1A1 ll lal gel
otuM

bilk o oftleai-
s

amen

phc neo

but-
T

matted

safe

another

¬

¬

¬

SUSPICIONS OF THE VISITING FRIEND
AROUSED BY ODOR OF

tmued I had an interview with CoK
tins my and he sucROsted
that we look them Thereupon

went to the bank obtained the
litUe papers examined them

jCCfoCuily and here they are
doubtful expression deep-

ened Grafton laughed
fPteeyrs sate enough you may de

pe d Like everything due in this
parft Od of elm eutabttehroent that little
round vault fe the best of Us kind on
earth Its iAKraoteed a alnst bur
glaca UnM cyclones and th r-

LSrd oiny 10 ews what eye And
ooneMerin etos price I paid for it the
little thing a bjfat be guaranteed
against all otfhir powers of earth and
heavies In addition Tb rr safe

You seem to have innate faith la
your own oMtrfvances and posses-
sions John

Bound to have old ban
Elaford watehed hhji for a Urn with-

a quiet amtle
Do you knew li said that pride

goeth before a taUT
Ive heard some ling of the sort

oefqre but H isat In say ease
or at least not pride

Ive done stae I lauded In Ken
yonville sad everything Ive node or
bought or built been the very best
existent at time A man is entitled
to be proud of that

But stiR too confounded much
is as bad as the little you

know Just shout the tinge wo vet to
feeling BO absolutely certain ot this or
thatShe falls down eh You say be
right

Graftoa tilted back and studied the
eHting

But with all your croaktas he
added yo i just w appsarsnta
here at tt on tile fat ay at
this montli gsqr after tomorrow as I
perceive that we ass now
rightend I tktak yowl be convinced
that aB cam

Wa the Desk Open

O teB Mtiliiuftat wttk me a mt-

Ah T S-

ent be here avd cellos will be
msaitssa Oratoa sad liver

see said fMIHps of the
erfmpnsiT B K te at ptwaiit orgaafsed-

rkw and ciiaimlssfiiiK i u of deeds stud a
sw delta as witnesses I presume

when its U over yours try
Mte flteaftaav will be in a position to
MtolMkO of the m rt a es debts
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He Opened One or Two of the Fuse Boxes in the Walls
Line of Plugs and S niffiing for Smoke

the
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earthly treasures to the amount cf
about seven million dollars

CHAPTER

Light in the Darkness
Blsford started violently and for the

moment stared hard at Grafton acres
the little private office

John Seven million dollars
Approximately that smiled Graf

tonBut
Oh net exactly In cash you

know The sum Is represented In Cot
sens papers

Oh that loan on the trolley bust

The Ivcityonvllle TraflUon
precteely-

I see Elsford took to consider
ing tit spharlcal Sato once mordi and
something like a scowl appeared en
his brow Is It particularly

Eh
I mean having papers of such

valfte in your own olflce
I Imagine that Its all right At

any rate hasrent been here
Per past yew tfca whole bundle
has been reposing quietly in the First
National safe

Which Is where now
But morning Grafton con
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his public spirit prompted Mm
to assume And there I his
moneymaking career will top for the
present

Weil I trust smeersir that all wffl
go as yen expect

And why en earth stoowMmt It
demanded QraAon with some impa
Uatoce

Well I dont know soy logical
but IStetord broke oft with

a laugh sad yawned rouges that
ray croak m noted may be due to

Joint It was good tone
trip here today and weve
been pretty busy

Xnd youre leaving early m the
morning UfO arent you

My chaiis hooked on the sixfifteen
for St Louis

Is It said Grafton Then its
high time you were getting some rest
Well clear out of thin

Blsford nodded and the other after-
a glance about the trim little office
arose

everything seems fit Come
along

Youre learning caution from nay
croaking I s a-

Bh In what Oraftons
hand Teeting upon the wall switch
dropped to his side

You closed your desk said Els
ford

weariness

I

while
O nit

rea-
son

x
eon

since

Well

way
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But Grafton Is
Optimistic and
Scouts Fears
of EMord

That at least Is a precautionary
habit I usually observe when leaving
Jim

You didnt this eveam
But I you that I old

your rollWhen w entered this
top was mVJe open

Grafton stared for a moment then a
smite cares over lib fame

You to be keen for mysteries
and unuaoal happenings this evening
Jim But title one at least Is going to
fall Ihrorjfr As a rule Fm the msst
methodical creature silos about omce
matters but evenms a I
now I did leave m a hurry wire
caame only a minute or two besVre tx
you know and I wanted to hurry buck
to the house and dews to meet
you 1 did leave that desk top up

Abu
But there was nothing of aw earth-

ly importance to itami ao me to see
if there Ira been

XcvertbelesB my hey it damon
staatt the fallibility ewsi o

laocbtod Klsford wKh Mde
triumph m his voice Something sim
Par might as well heM tMlH rnuii to
your precious safe over diets

Shall I try the chrac said Graf-
ton half mockm y belt woafUy

Honestly I wish you wooJa
Too ether stepped across sand rat

OaA little mob of tile owmnlmtfoB
Who bo stood erect be sal jyiy

There For your own
Jufaetioii sopuose you go ov sad twist
ft yooxvelf Ill make you a present o

Jim youre in a mood tonight

of view but It impresses mo as too al-
mighty risky for a man to lease Ovary
tbtnf he possasses on earth or papers
which represent it hi one small
gushed by a single wittohmaa aMp
pam It shouts be cracked

The specs would b to say

t Ko crook wcnK over trie the
risk of trying to dispose of hem
More than that be cooMet got them
anyway

Tbe Odor ef THridshTefeacce-
Wevertboless suppose m could

Your ofltee here womWL be sac
rifiood to the mortgagee for sit you
oottld do wouldntdye

And your apartment bosses about
town

Yes
And your business Hooks
My dear mfle
But wooM alt too same And

your electric stock Is ned tip
in the deal bmt It

I deposited it as seorityiyee
And your
Confound you Jim I Well

yes I did take out a mortgage ea that
too for twenty thousand bat

Aad there you are Ss
ford Your dwontaga your stores
your offloe building your stocks the
very roof tint shelters you are every
blessed one tied up in that smelt safe
over there waiting for the fellow who
Is clever enough to get them send put
them to the best or the worst use

Ball you said Grafton and
promptly held his tongs

Now it was possible that Bteford a
man not more than moderately

may have cherished a trace of
but human envy of GrafteD the

millionaire aad that he was made irri-
table thereby or it is pssoibte that
really cautious nature was becoming
wrought op over the apparent tosoeur-
hy of pavers which obviously Grafton
might have guarded ratbor more

or it is possible that both men
were somewhat tired from aa evening
of dining and hurrying of

and introductions
Be that as it may something of

grebe warmth than a more friendly
was growing up on the

tetfc floor of the build and
Orafton perceiving it quite suddenly
sad trifle foolish that a
thtaf should have occurred st all
withheld toe exasperated
woo Oa his Ips sad smiled te his own
taiujfciUsii fashion

We neednt flat about it ha-
launhsfl but dont Jose any
the matter Jim

TH try not to said Bteford more
gracofuOy

If thieves should bres4c through
sad steel and the whole seven mllioaa
should dy sway together well simply
have to budde down and make another
aoven But they wont Even assum-
ing that say one could steal the pa-

pers I cant think of a person who
would bo able to use them

The matter of the Colson notes wa
closed and to seal it a little more se-

curely Grafton suddenly turned out
the lights of his private offloe Chat-
ting lightly tie two men loft Ute abode
of business elegance aad walked down
the Kali to the elevator Tbo
pod to the ground hoer and they

out
theres the ftnfefeteg touch

observed the proprietor pointing to the
watchman clock at the roar Par-
kers making his hourly tour of the
building now Come over and within
thirty seconds we shall know where he
is

Together they stood before the print-
ed dial Perhaps quarter of min
ute passed then a olear loud tick
sounded within the and a tiny
hole appeared upon the printed sheet
of paper

The famOhtr apparatus In Its latest
form observed Graften At

seventeen atmvtas put twelve
on the morning oC May nineteen Par
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